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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 01686 181937Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
HA-05 CU-06 BIB-01 SAB-02 /088 W 

050266 181940Z /47/17 

R 141515Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6084 
INFO PANCANAL 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 01686 

CORRECTEDCOPY FOR MRN ( 1686 VICE 1685) 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, SHUM, PINT, PN 

SUBJECT: CENSORSHIP LAW ABROGATED 

REF: 77 PANAMA 9139 

1 . ALTHOUGH THE DIFFERENCE IS NOT NOTICEABLE, PANAMA IS, FOR 
THE NONCE, WITHOUT A CENSORSHIP LAW. LAW 343, THE CENSOR- 
SHIP AND LIBEL LAW, WAS ABROGATED BY LAW 7 OF 1978, ISSUED 
BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF LEGISLATION ON FEBRUARY 10. THE 
PORTIONS OF LAW 343 DEALING WITH LIBEL WERE REPLACED BY 
LAW 8, ALSO OF FEBRUARY 10. APPARENTLY THE WRINKLES IN NEW 
CENSORSHIP LEGISLATION, WHICH IS STILL "UNDER STUDY", HAVE 
YET TO BE IRONED OUT, BUT IN THE MEANTIME IT SEEMS TO BE 
BUSINESS AS USUAL AS FAR AS THE MEDIA ARE CONCERNED. 

2. AS REPORTED REFTEL, DRAFT REVISIONS OF BOTH THE CENSOR 
SHIP AND LIBEL LEGISLATION WERE ANNOUNCED LAST DECEMBER. 

WITH A FEW MINOR CHANGES, LAW 8, "CONCERNING THE CRIMES OF 
LIBEL AND SLANDER," IS THE SAME AS THE DRAFT VERSION. 

A COPY OF THE SPANISH-LANGUAGE TEXTS OF BOTH LAW 7 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 01686 181937Z 

AND LAW 8 WILL BE PROVIDED TO ARA/PAN AND TO 
INR/DDR/RAR BY POUCH. 

JORDEN 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CENSORSHIP, LAW, LEGISLATIVE BILLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PANAMA01686 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780121-0078 
Format: TEL 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780371 /aaaaciah. tel 

Line Count: 58 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 75e3f5c7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PANAMA 9139 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3340518 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CENSORSHIP LAW ABROGATED 
TAGS: SOPN, SHUM, PINT, PN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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